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Successful communities find ways to meet the
economic, social, and cultural needs of their
residents. The concept of community is commonly
defined in terms of alocality. However, communities
have several dimensions. In addition to its geographic
location, a community is defined by the social
interaction of people as they come together to meet
their daily needs in business/industry, schools,
hospitals, units of government, and other local
organizations. A community is also characterized by
common values, beliefs, and goals. Perhaps the
essential nature of a community is determined by its
will for local collective actions. Community
development is a process that moves a group of
people from issue identification to group decision-
making and action in a dynamic environment.

Enterprise & Community Resource
Development (E& CRD) is a program area of
Mississippi State University Extension Service.

E& CRD employs the network of county Extension
offices, as well as strong partnerships with state
agencies and associations as a link to communities.
Programs, projects, and specia studies in the areas
of economic analysis; business development,
retention, and expansion; retail development;
facilities and services; strategic planning; tourism;
and organizational development are the core of

E& CRD activities. The strength of E& CRD
programming is a practical approach of working
closely with local |eaders to assess public problems
and needs and to help them find an effective manner
of addressing local issues.




